
DATA-DRIVEN: 
STUCK IN A ONE-WAY STREET?

It’s not a new idea to draw on data when 

making strategic decisions – businesses 

have been doing so in one way or another 

for a long time. But in recent years new 

technologies, coupled with an increase 

in the amount of data at our disposal, 

have brought about the emergence of 

the data-driven organisation: businesses 

in which every decision and process is 

anchored in data.  

As they negotiate the digital transformation 

process, businesses that aspire to become 

data-driven must first establish a data culture. 
This is done by ensuring that data and the tools 

to analyse it are available to everyone, and by 

providing employees with training to raise the 

levels of data literacy within the organisation. 
These steps will go a long way towards building 

a strong data culture, but they do not guarantee 

that organisations will become data-driven. 
Indeed, many prominent businesses have 

failed in this regard, despite investing heavily in 

technology and resources. 

A key reason for this is that these organisations 

have pinned their hopes on the concept of the 

data lake. A growing chorus from data and 
analytics thought leaders suggests that this 

is not the optimal architecture to support the 

transition to a data-driven future. Along with the 
perennial challenge of scalability, the problem 

with data lakes is that they tend to be a one-way 

street. Users extract data from the lake, but they 
don’t put anything back into it. 

Fraxses, the data platform from Intenda, offers 
a compelling alternative to the centralised 

data lake concept. Further to the distributed 
architecture that leading analysts agree is 

optimal, the platform facilitates bilateral 

communication between systems in a 

heterogenous environment, with write-back 

and write-forward capabilities. This means that 
instead of getting stuck in a one-way street, 

organisations can create a data street that goes 

both ways. This powerful functionality assures 
the following: 
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• Enriches current data sources – 

 allows for the development of niche   

 plug-ins to sweat existing/legacy      
 software systems.

• Enhances data integrity – 

 allows for incomplete records to be   

 updated and the corrected data to be   

 pushed back to the underlying system.

 • Eases the burden of master data   

 management – no need to sync.

• Write-back service is auditable in real-time,  

 so organisations have a complete picture  

 of who changed a record and what   

 changes were made.

• Enables multi-table write-back in a single  

 transaction – transactional data can be   

 broken up and written back into multiple  

 tables within a system.

With write-back and write 

forward capabilities, Fraxses 

enables a data street that goes 

both ways.

Intenda’s Chief Technology Officer, Jaco van 
Niekerk, a key figure in the development and 
evolution of Fraxses, comments: “Data is only 
valuable when you can close the loop. Fraxses 
provides the reality of a single point of truth.     

It allows you to bring siloed data together, 

model and gather intelligence, then give back 

what has been discovered and learnt so that 

systems can give true power to people.”

In enabling a data ecosystem that can be 

simultaneously built on and drawn from, Fraxses 
provides the ideal infrastructure for businesses 

to evolve into data-driven organisations. 

To find out more about how Fraxses can 
transform your business, contact Intenda today. 
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" Data is only   
 valuable when  
 you can close   
 the loop".

Jaco van Niekerk

Chief Technology Officer
Intenda Group


